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AlphaCD 04/99 Release Notes

As we add more features to the AlphaCD, we want to make sure you get the most possible benefit from
using it. This document explains a few things about the CD which might not be clear otherwise, and
gives you general information about the changes and additions to the software. It talks about:

• The versions of AMOS® software and documentation available, and what’s new in them

• The new AlphaTCP release, version 1.4A.

• Update of various horizontal applications.

• AlphaLAN++ release, AMOS side software

• New third party software -- the latest Metropolis release

• The structure of the AM-PC 4.2A software section

• What’s new in the AlphaCONNECT® product section

• How to use the CD

AMOS VERSIONS AVAILABLE

As always, the AlphaCD includes the latest versions of AMOS: the April patch releases of AMOS 2.3A
and AMOS 1.4E. AMOS 2.3A adds the Eagle 450 (ColdFire) support software, SCSI floppy support, and
problem resolutions; AMOS 1.4E is the year 2000 compliant version of AMOS 1.x with patches
incorporated since its initial release in October 1998.

AMOS Documentation

As always, the on-line documentation section in the DOS partition of the CD includes all marketing
bulletins and documents released or updated since the previous AlphaCD release in October 1998.
Among others, updated documents include the AlphaTCP Administrator’s Guide, AlphaTCP User’s
Guide, AMOS System Commands Reference Manual, AlphaFAX 2.0 Manuals and release notes, all Eagle
450 (ColdFire) system manuals, and several more.

Remember, documents that have been added or changed since the last AlphaCD are marked with an
asterisk in the table of contents. The table of contents is the file TOC.PDF in the root folder of the on-
line documentation section.

As always, the root folder of the documentation section includes both 16-bit (Windows 3.1) and
32-bit (Windows 95 and 98) versions of the Adobe Acrobat reader. If you don’t already have the
Reader on your PC, just execute the appropriate file to install the version you want.
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NEW RELEASE OF ALPHATCP

A new release, AlphaTCP 1.4A, has been included on this AlphaCD. The enhancements included in this
release include:

• Improved interactive performance of TELNET sessions on loaded systems.

• Enhanced URL command and xcall.

• Enhanced FTPD, SMTP, TELNET, and WEB servers.

• Enhanced LPR client.

• A new BOOTP server is now available.

• A new server, QPOP3D, has been supplied.

• Other miscellaneous improvements and enhancements.

For details of the various enhancements included in AlphaTCP 1.4A see the release notes and
Administrator’s Guide.

UPDATES OF HORIZONTAL APPLICATIONS

The following horizontal applications have been updated from the version contained on the previous
AlphaCD to include various problem resolutions:

AlphaWRITE 1.2A

AlphaCALC 2.0

MULTI 2.1

ALPHALAN++ (AMOS SIDE) INCLUDED:

The recently release AlphaLAN++ AMOS side software has been included to this version of the
AlphaCD as a convenience for our dealers, developers, and end users.

METROPOLIS 7.5 INCLUDED:

The latest version of Metropolis, 7.5, is included as unsupported third-party software. This version is
reported to be the Year 2000 compliant version of Metropolis.

Remember, this product is provided as a convenience for our dealers, developers, and end users. Alpha
Micro has not tested or qualified this software product, and takes no responsibility for its installation or
use. If you have any questions about Metropolis, please contact the developer.



AlphaCD 04/99 Release Notes Page 3

Rev. A00

AM-PC 4.2A STRUCTURE

This AlphaCD includes an update to AM-PC 4.2A, incorporating AMOS 2.3A, PR 04/99 and AlphaTCP
1.4A. In the AM-PC area, there are five subdirectories. The first of these contains a single executable file
which you can use to install AM-PC directly from the CD. The other four directories are diskette images
which you can copy to diskette and use to install AM-PC at customer sites when you cannot use the
AlphaCD. When creating installation diskettes, you must give the diskettes these labels:

AMPC_1
AMPC_2
AMPC_3
AMPC_4

The installation program looks for these exact labels; you will not be able to install the software from
diskette if the diskettes are not labeled properly.

THE AlphaCONNECT PRODUCTS

The DOS side of AlphaCD continues to include the latest released versions of our AlphaCONNECT
products. Included are:

AlphaCONNECT Pro 1.1a, Alpha Micro’s original data harvesting and publishing application.

AlphaCONNECT StockVue 99, which combines the features of the previous version of StockVue with
BusinessVue to form a powerful stock and business tracking tool. StockVue 99 is a free product which
works only with Windows 95, Windows 98, and Windows NT 4.0 and later

This CD also includes a PowerPoint presentation, in both PowerPoint 97 and Acrobat PDF format,
discussing the knowledge management problems facing business today and AlphaCONNECT’s strategy
for dealing with them.

These products, and the presentation, are in subfolders under the \Connect folder. For installation
instructions and additional information, see the \Connect\Readme.txt file.

For more information about our AlphaCONNECT product line, visit the AlphaCONNECT World Wide
Web site at http://www.alphaconnect.com.

HOW TO USE THE ALPHACD

These instructions replace the ones previously found in the AlphaCD Software Distribution User’s
Manual booklet included with the CD.

Using the CD from AMOS

If your AMOS computer has a CD-ROM drive permanently attached, follow these steps:

1. Type ACD/U RETURN  to unmount the old CD.
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2. Remove the CD from the drive.

3. Insert the new CD into the drive.

4. Type ACD RETURN  to mount the new CD.

If you need to temporarily attach a CD-ROM drive to the computer (it must be a SCSI CD-ROM), follow
these steps:

1. Type SCSI RETURN  to see what SCSI IDs are available on your computer.

2. Follow the instructions for your CD-ROM drive to set the drive’s SCSI ID to an available ID.

3. Make sure no one is using the computer and power it down following the instructions in your
Owner’s Manual.

4. Attach the CD-ROM drive to the external SCSI connector or an available connector on an
external SCSI cable. Be sure not to exceed the allowed length of the physical SCI bus. This is
especially important on the Wide SCSI-2 bus.

Be sure the SCSI bus is properly terminated. If you are adding the CD-ROM at the end of the
bus, this means putting the terminator in one of the SCSI connectors on the CD-ROM.

5. Turn on power to the CD-ROM drive and insert the AlphaCD, then power up the computer.

6. Type ACD RETURN  to mount the CD.

These instructions are different than those with earlier versions of the AlphaCD. While the earlier
instructions worked in most configurations, plugging the CD-ROM drive into the SCSI cable with
the computer on could damage either the CD-ROM drive or the computer itself. This is especially
true with newer, high-performance computers. Therefore, we do not recommend attaching the
CD-ROM drive, or any peripheral device, while there is power on the SCSI bus.

For instructions on modifying your system initialization file so the CD-ROM drive is always accessible
and can be read by any user, please see the System Operator’s Guide to the System Initialization
Command File, DSO-00002-00, Rev. 02 or later. For more information on the ACD command, please
see the AMOS System Commands Reference Manual, DSO-00043-00, Rev. 04 or later.

Disconnecting the CD-ROM

To remove the CD-ROM from the computer after you’re finished using it, you can type ACD/U RETURN

to unmount the CD, then take the CD out of the drive. To remove the drive from the SCSI cable, power
the computer down, detach the drive, then turn the computer back on. We do not recommend removing
the CD-ROM drive, or any peripheral, from the SCSI bus while power is applied to the bus.

After removing the CD-ROM, be sure to replace the external SCSI terminator in the external connector
on the computer back panel or in the SCSI connector on the last external device.

Using the CD from DOS or Windows

You can access the information in the DOS partition of the AlphaCD as you would any other
DOS/Windows CD—just place the CD in your CD-ROM drive and use any command or Windows
feature (such as Windows Explorer) to open or copy the files you want.
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