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AlphaCD 6/97 Release Notes

As we add more features to the AlphaCD, we want to make sure you get the most possible benefit from
using it. We’re including this document to explain a few things about it which might not be clear
otherwise. We talk about:

• The versions of AMOS® software and documentation available

• SuperSort

• FMTS2, a new SCSI disk formatting program

• ESP versions

• New AlphaLAN version

• New AcuCOBOL™ version

• Soft Machines software versions

• The structure of the AM-PC 4.2A software section

• New firmware files for the latest Tandberg 4100 (AM-627) streaming tape drives

• A note on MULTI memory pool placement

• The AlphaCONNECT products

AMOS VERSIONS AVAILABLE

As always, AlphaCD includes the very latest versions of AMOS: the June patch release of AMOS 1.4C
and the just-released AMOS 2.3A. This CD does not include AMOS 2.2C; if for some reason you are
reluctant to use AMOS 2.3A instead, you’ll need to use the version of AMOS 2.2C from the 10/96
AlphaCD.

For details about the new features and improvements in AMOS 2.3A, see the AMOS 2.3A Release Notes,
DSS-10572-00, Rev. A01, in the on-line documentation section of the CD.

AMOS Documentation

In addition to the Release Notes, we’ve updated several AMOS documents for AMOS 2.3A: the System
Commands Reference Manual, AlphaBASIC PLUS User’s Manual, and lots more. Remember, documents
that have changed since the last AlphaCD are marked with an asterisk in the table of contents.

AMOS 2.3A includes updates and enhancements to ISAM PLUS. A preliminary version of the updated
ISAM PLUS User’s Guide, Rev. 02, is included on the CD. We are preparing the final version of this
document now; we would appreciate any comments or suggestions you have about it. The previous
revision of this manual is also included on the CD.
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Since this CD does not include the AMOS 2.2C software, we’ve removed the older versions of the
AMOS documents which we included on the 10/96 CD. Only the latest version of each manual is
included.

SUPERSORT

As of the 6/97 Patch Release of AMOS 1.4C, SuperSort no longer requires a PIC code. Since SuperSort
is now a standard part of both AMOS 2.3A and AMOS 1.4C, the separate SuperSort logical device has
been removed from the CD. You can find SuperSort in the LCS: ([7,51]) account of the AMOS logical
device.

FMTS2

Both AMOS 2.3A and the 6/97 Patch Release of AMOS 1.4C contain a new AMOS command, FMTS2.
FMTS2 replaces FMTSCZ in almost all situations; it is also the only way to format Wide SCSI-2 drives
under AMOS. See Rev. 06 or later of the AMOS System Commands Reference Manual, DSO-00043-00,
for instructions on using FMTS2.

You should continue to use FMTSCZ on AMOS computers with a 68000 or 68010 CPU. FMTS2 works
only on 68020 and later processors.

ESP VERSIONS

To avoid possible conflicts which could be caused by having two versions of the ESP software included
on the CD, we have removed all ESP files from the AMOS logical device of the AlphaCD. The only
version of ESP on the CD is ESP 2.2, found on the ESP logical device. If you use ESP, you must install it
from that logical device.

ESP 2.2 is developed and maintained by the ESP consortium. For details about ESP 2.2, please contact
the ESP consortium.

NEW ALPHALAN VERSIONS

This CD includes the AMOS side of the latest versions of AlphaLAN from U. A. Systems: AlphaLAN
6.2 for DOS and Windows, and STEP 6.2 for Windows. Before installing this software, be sure to read
the compatibility information in the Release Notes for these two products. The Release Notes are
included in the U. A. Systems Documentation section of the online documentation on this CD.

NEW VERSION OF ACUCOBOL

This CD includes a new version of AcuCOBOL, AcuCOBOL-85® 2.3B.
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SOFT MACHINES SOFTWARE AND THE AM-6000

To use Soft Machines software on the AM-6000 or a Roadrunner 060-equipped computer, you must use
the latest software version, found on this CD. Earlier versions of Soft Machines programs will not work
with any 68060-based AMOS computer.

AM-PC 4.2A

AlphaCD includes the newly released 4.2A version of AM-PC, which incorporates AMOS 2.3A. In the
AM-PC area, there are five subdirectories. The first of these contains a single executable file which you
can use to install AM-PC directly from the CD. The other four directories are diskette images which you
can copy to diskette and use to install AM-PC at customer sites when you cannot use the AlphaCD.
When creating installation diskettes, you must give the diskettes these labels:

AMPC_1
AMPC_2
AMPC_3
AMPC_4

The installation program looks for these exact labels; you will not be able to install the software from
diskette if the diskettes are not labeled properly.

NEW STREAMING TAPE FIRMWARE

We have recently begun receiving Tandberg 4100 tape drives (the AM-627) with a new firmware
revision—08:01. To support these new drives, both AMOS 2.3A and the 6/97 patch release of AMOS
1.4C include two new drive firmware files:

• S20801.FW for SCSI-2 operation

• S10801.FW for SCSI-1 operation

These files are for drives using the new firmware only. Do not try to load these files onto an AM-627
with an earlier firmware version; the drive will not work.

By default, the drive is shipped configured for SCSI-2 operation. If you need to install one of these
firmware files, follow the instructions in PDI-00625-00; the latest version (revision A10) is included on
the AlphaCD.

To use an AM-627 with this new firmware on an AM-6000 or Roadrunner 060-equipped system,
you must turn synchronous communication off for the drive when you start the SCSI dispatcher.
You can do this with the /NS:id  switch, where id is the SCSI ID of the tape drive. SCSI
dispatcher switches are described in the System Operator’s Guide to the System Initialization
Command File, DSO-00002-00, Rev. 03 or later.
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MULTI MEMORY POOL PLACEMENT

We’ve recently discovered that many programs, including some produced by Alpha Microsystems,
assume that any data area generated by the program is at a higher memory address than the program
itself. If the MULTI memory pool statement (SYSTEM MLTMEM.SYS/N size) comes before any
executable programs in system memory, this won’t be the case when a MULTI job runs one of these
programs. This condition could cause variable, unexpected, and unpleasant results. Therefore, we
strongly recommend that the MULTI memory pool statement should be the last SYSTEM statement
before the final SYSTEM command.

THE AlphaCONNECT PRODUCTS

The DOS side of AlphaCD includes the latest released versions of both of our AlphaCONNECT
products:

• AlphaCONNECT Pro 1.1a: This is the same version that was available on the 10/96 CD.

• AlphaCONNECT StockVue 2.0: The new, improved version of our stock and mutual fund
tracking software. This is a free product; you can install it on any or all PCs at your office or at
customer sites. StockVue requires Windows 95 or Windows NT 3.51, 4.0 or later.

These products are in subfolders under the \Connect folder. For installation instructions, see the
\Connect\Readme.txt file.

For more information about our AlphaCONNECT product line, visit the AlphaCONNECT World Wide
Web site at http://www.alphaconnect.com.
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