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AlphaCD 10/96 Release Notes

As we add more features to the AlphaCD, we want to make sure you get the most possible benefit from
using it. We’re including this document to explain a few things about it which might not be clear
otherwise. We talk about:

• The versions of AMOS® software and documentation available

• Upgrade considerations with SCSI-2 disk drives

• ESP versions

• The structure of the AM-PC 4.2 software section

• A note about third-party software

• The AlphaCONNECT products

AMOS VERSIONS AVAILABLE

As always, AlphaCD includes the very latest versions of AMOS: the October patch release of AMOS
1.4C, and the just-released AMOS 2.3. While we think all of our users can benefit from moving up to
AMOS 2.3, we recognize that some of you may want to try it for a while before installing it at customer
sites. So, this CD also includes a new patch release of AMOS 2.2C, in its own set of logical devices.

This is the last AlphaCD which will include AMOS 2.2C; our first CD of 1997 will have AMOS 2.3 as
our only AMOS 2.X version.

For details about the new features and improvements in AMOS 2.3, see the AMOS 2.3 Release Notes,
DSS-10555-00, in the on-line documentation section of the CD.

AMOS Documentation

We've performed a major update of the documentation library for AMOS 2.3—over 20 separate
documents have been revised or created. The document versions you'll find in any of the regular sections
of the table of contents, such as "Operating Systems" or "Programming Tools," apply to AMOS 2.3.
However, since the AMOS 2.2C software is also included on the CD, we've left the 2.2C documents on-
line as well, in a special section labeled "AMOS 2.2C Documentation." Be sure to refer to the correct
document for the operating system version you're using.

UPGRADE CONSIDERATIONS WITH SCSI-2 DISK DRIVES

Both AMOS 2.3 and the 10/96 patch releases of AMOS 2.2C and 1.4C include updates to much of the
SCSI-2 disk drive-related software. With certain logical drive configurations, updating to the new
versions of these programs may cause a Bitmap kaput error message when you access the drive.
Depending on how the drive is defined in your system initialization file, the bitmap problems, if not
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corrected, could persist and make it impossible for you to write to the drive. The procedures below detect
whether your configuration is susceptible to this problem, allow you to update your software to the latest
versions, and correct the bitmap kaput problem if it occurs.

These sections do not contain complete instructions for updating your software. They deal only
with making sure your SCSI-2 drive works correctly after the update. After finishing this
procedure, perform any other procedures necessary to finish the update, such as copying other
updated drivers to the correct names and locations. If you are installing AMOS 2.3, refer to the
AMOS 2.3 Release Notes, DSS-10555-00, for complete update instructions.

Checking Your Configuration

This bitmap problem can occur only if both of the following are true:

1. The drive is connected to a SCSI-2 interface, such as the one on the AM-190 or the Roadrunner.

2. The defined bitmap size (in words) for the drive, divided by 256, leaves a remainder of either 0
or 255.

To check your drive’s bitmap size, type BITMAP RETURN  at AMOS command level. The end of the line
for each device shows the number of words in the bitmap.

For example, some versions of the Seagate Barracuda ST32550N drive (Alpha Micro part number PDB-
00436-49) were configured with 64 logical devices and a bitmap size of 4095. Since 4095, divided by
256, leaves a remainder of 255, this drive configuration could experience a bitmap problem when you
update to the latest AMOS software (if the drive is attached to a SCSI-2 interface).

If your drive does not match these characteristics, you can follow normal software update procedures, and
will not have a problem with the bitmap. If your drive meets both of the requirements, the problem could
occur, so you must follow the procedure in the next section.

Updating Your Software

These instructions assume you are familiar with updating the system initialization file and
changing your AMOS system configuration. For more information about the commands and
procedures used, refer to your System Commands Reference Manual, System Operator’s Guide, or
System Operator’s Guide to the System Initialization Command File. If you are unsure how to
complete any of these procedures, contact your Alpha Micro dealer or the Alpha Microsystems
Technical Assistance Center for help! Performing these steps incorrectly could make it impossible
for you to read your disk drive.

DO NOT install the latest patch release of AMOS before starting these steps! You will update your
software as part of this procedure. If you are installing AMOS 2.3, follow the instructions in the
AMOS 2.3 Release Notes.

1. If you don’t already have a warm boot tape for your current system configuration, make one and
test it! Before making any system configuration changes, you should always be sure you can
return to your starting point if there are problems.
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2. Run SYSTAT to make sure you do not currently have any “bitmap kaput” problems on your
drives.

3. Back up all the logical devices on the drive you will be changing.

4. Download the AMOS PR 10/96 software for your system (AMOS 1.4C or 2.2C). Check the
SCSI-2 related software to make sure all files are the correct versions. A table showing the files
involved follows these instructions.

5. Use MONGEN to build a new AMOS monitor called TEST.MON, using the new disk drivers
you just downloaded. If the problem drive is a subsystem disk, use FIXLOG to create a new
driver for it.

6. If you actually set the bitmap size for the drive in your system initialization file, rather than using
paged bitmaps or an auto-bitmap statement, make a test initialization file and change the
BITMAP statement for the drive to either a paged bitmap or auto-bitmap statement. For example,
for your system disk, you could use one of these formats:

 BITMAP DSK

 or
 BITMAP DSK,,0,1,2,3,4…

 If you use AMOS 1.4C, you cannot use paged bitmaps (the first format above). You must use the
second format.

 If you already use paged bitmaps or an auto-bitmap statement, you don’t need to create a test
initialization file.

7. If you created a test initialization file in the previous step, MONTST using your test monitor and
test initialization file:

 MONTST TEST,TEST.INI RETURN

 If you did not need to make a test initialization file, use MONTST to reboot using your test
monitor and your normal initialization file:

 MONTST TEST,AMOS32.INI RETURN

 or
 MONTST TEST,AMOSL.INI RETURN

8. If your initialization file does not do so, MOUNT all the logical devices on the problem drive.

9. Run SYSTAT.

10. If SYSTAT shows “bitmap kaput” for the devices on the drive you changed:

• Run DSKANA on each logical device on the drive.

• Run SYSTAT again. If the “bitmap kaput” messages are gone, continue. If they aren’t, call
your dealer or the Alpha Micro Technical Assistance Center for help.

11. Once you see no “bitmap kaput” messages in SYSTAT, and assuming all other aspects of your
system are functioning normally, rename your test monitor to your actual monitor name, either
AMOS 32.MON or AMOSL.MON.

12. If you had to MONTST using TEST.INI in step 7, rename the test initialization file to your real
initialization file name, either AMOS32.INI or AMOSL.INI.
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13. Since your bitmap size, as reported by AMOS, may have changed, use the BITMAP command to
see what the drive’s bitmap size is. Then, use WRMGEN to make a new warm boot monitor
using the correct bitmap size, and make and test a warm boot tape using the new monitor.

New File Versions

When you update to AMOS 2.3 or to the 10/96 patch release of AMOS 1.4C or 2.2C, you get new
versions of these files:

File In 1.4? In 2.X? Version Hash Total Patch Number
FMTSCZ.OVR
*

Yes Yes 1.0(119) 452-153-451-743 SP1801

FMTSCZ.LIT Yes Yes 3.1(153)-3 103-766-126-070 SP1810

SCZRR.DVR Yes Yes N/A 573-415-504-133 SP1802

SCZ190.DVR Yes Yes N/A 710-053-650-231 SP1803

FIXLOG.LIT Yes Yes 1.1(111) 310-110-572-103 SP1804

BITMAP.LIT No Yes 2.1(118) 416-225-441-527 SP1805

SYSACT.LIT Yes No 1.0(123) 537-575-657-425 SP1806

SYSLIB.LIB Yes No N/A 457-611-452-123 SP1807

* In AMOS 2.3 FMTSCZ.OVR is version 1.0(122), with a hash total of 576-213-100-266. All
other 2.3 files are the same as those shown for 2.X.

After downloading AMOS during the preceding procedure, make sure you have the correct, updated
version of each of these files.

ESP VERSIONS

As with the previous AlphaCD, this one includes both ESP 2.1 and the latest ESP 2.2 from the ESP
consortium. For details about ESP 2.2, please contact the ESP consortium.

AlphaCALC 2.0 was developed using ESP 2.1. If you use AlphaCALC, we suggest you stay with ESP
2.1 rather than updating to ESP 2.2. AlphaCALC has not been tested using the ESP 2.2 toolbox.

AM-PC 4.2

AlphaCD includes the newly released 4.2 version of AM-PC, which incorporates AMOS 2.3. In the AM-
PC area, there are five subdirectories. The first of these contains a single executable file which you can
use to install AM-PC directly from the CD. The other four directories are diskette images which you can
copy to diskette and use to install AM-PC at customer sites when you cannot use the AlphaCD. When
creating installation diskettes, you must give the diskettes these labels:

AMPC_1
AMPC_2
AMPC_3
AMPC_4
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The installation program looks for these exact labels; you will not be able to install the software from
diskette if the diskettes are not labeled properly.

THIRD-PARTY SOFTWARE

According to the AMOS 2.3 Release Notes, DSS-10555-00, AMOS 2.3 includes a number of unsupported
third-party software programs which we are distributing for your convenience. However, these programs
were inadvertently left off of this release of the AlphaCD. If you are interested in using any of this
software, you can download it from our FTP server at ftp.alphamicro.com or from AMTEC+.

THE AlphaCONNECT PRODUCTS

AlphaCD includes an exact image of our latest AlphaCONNECT Power Package CD release. You can
install either of our latest AlphaCONNECT products:

• AlphaCONNECT Pro 1.1a: This new release incorporates the email abilities of AlphaCONNECT
Messenger at no extra charge, and features a new registration method.

• AlphaCONNECT StockVue: The initial release of our stock and mutual fund tracking software.
It accesses several popular Internet sources to give you up to date quote information, news article
listings, and electronic SEC filings about almost any company you want to track.

Both of these products are supplied in a fully-functional, 30-day trial version. After 30 days, you can
purchase and register the products to maintain full functionality, or they will automatically change to
"Lite" versions with reduced features.

To install either product, run the INSTALL program found in the \ACPP11 subdirectory, then follow the
directions on your screen.

For more information about our AlphaCONNECT product line, visit the AlphaCONNECT World Wide
Web site at http://www.alphaconnect.com.
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